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“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

GIVE THANKS? Are you SERIOUS? 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.     I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

She would have turned ninety-nine on Monday.  

Marge passed away in June and this was one of her favorite Bible passages. She quoted this passage 
numerous times through good times and through bad. Since it talks about giving thanks, I thought it 
might be fitting to take another look at it, seeing as how Thanksgiving is right around the corner.  

If she were here, I would say to her, “But seriously mom, give thanks in all circumstances? Even 
now? In the midst of all this? In the midst of a global pandemic?” And she would answer that 
question with her all-time favorite verse, just “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” She lived that 
faith every day for ninety-eight years. 

This year, I hope Thanksgiving isn't just a one day holiday for me. It should be a way of life for us all 
like it was for Marge. We serve a wonderful God who sent his Son to die for us. So as you continue to 
reflect on what “things” you are thankful for, this year more than ever before, remember all of 
God's blessings in your life! The blessings we receive from God do more than make us feel good. 
They also increase our comprehension and appreciation of God’s goodness to us. And through that, 
we receive a greater capacity to enjoy Him and experience Him in our daily lives. 
 
This year while many people are spending a great deal of time enlarging their prayer lists, we 
should also spend time enlarging our praise list by counting the blessings of God. Try naming them 
one by one—you’ll see you can’t; there are simply too many to name, even this year! Thanksgiving 
is about more than turkey and football; it’s about recognizing God’s goodness in our lives. Yes, even 
this year! 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

GIRLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

 Due to COVID-19 concerns, we will unfortunately not be hosting 
our Girls Basketball Tournament this year.  

 We do plan on having basketball teams this winter season.  

 More information will be coming soon in future newsletters 
regarding the basketball season. 

 
 
CHRISTMAS DOVES 

We will once again be helping families this Christmas with our Dove 
Tree in the narthex.  If you are having great financial difficulties and 

are struggling with how you are going to provide any gifts for your 
child(ren) this year,  we want to help.  Please call Mrs. Evers, at the 

Lincoln Campus 541-6251 x 3011, and tell her you would like to have a dove 
put on the tree for your child(ren) who are students at our school.  All this 
information is kept anonymous, only Mrs. Evers and Mr. Burkee will know 

your name.  The doves will then be put on the tree set up in the narthex, for 
both church and school members to take and purchase gifts.  The gifts are 

wrapped and brought to the office to be sorted and labeled for pick up the 
Friday before Christmas vacation.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Evers in the school office.  The deadline for getting names in is Friday, 

December 4th. 

 

 
CHOICE MEETINGS 

As most of you know, St. Paul's participates in the Wisconsin 
Parent Choice Program and the Milwaukee Parent Choice 
Program.  One of the stipulations of the Choice Program is to 
hold two meetings per school year to meet with all families to 
answer any questions about the Choice Program, get any 
information about the Choice Program, and learn about the 
Choice Program.  Our first meeting this school year 
was Thursday, October 29th.  The second meeting is set for February 26th.  School 
Board members will be available to answer any of your questions.  This meeting is for 
all of our families, not only families who are in the Choice Program this year or may be 
in the Choice Program in future years.   Please come to our meetings if you would like 
to learn more about the two Choice Programs in which St. Paul's participates.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

CHAPEL OFFERINGS – GENERATIONS UNITED IN MISSION 

Our church is beginning a capital campaign, Generations United in Mission, soon in an effort to 
raise funds for a playground and other projects that will benefit our church, school, and 
surrounding community. In an effort to connect our school and church during this campaign, 
Chapel offerings collected for the months of November and December will be donated to the 
capital campaign. We are hopeful that this will help our school kids realize that they are part of 
raising funds for this project.  
 
FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Let’s face it, the last several months have been a bit difficult for most of us and 

downright hard for others of us.  Online learning to end the 2019-2020 school year, 

certain classes having to quarantine for a couple of weeks due to infections among staff, 

all the political and social unrest, and just a little bit too much togetherness has made 

life quite hard in many ways. 

 

Next week we will celebrate a National Day of Thanksgiving.  You might be thinking, 

“Thanksgiving?!?”  Thanksgiving is still something that is worthy to do, even in these 

times.  In fact, the Word of God tells us to “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for us in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 

 

When God tells us to be thankful, it’s for our own good!  A thankful heart is a joyful 

heart.  A heart that complains and criticizes is a sad heart.  A thankful heart is focused 

on what blessings are still there even in the midst of difficult days.  A heart that only 

focuses on the difficulties and troubles will become a downcast heart.  So give thanks 

even in these days.  It’s God’s will.  It is always best. 

 

There are still many things we enjoy in life.  We have food, clothing, and shelter.  We 

live in a nation with many freedoms and great abundance.  We have family, friends, and 

loved ones.  Above all, we have a God who has loved us so much He sent Jesus to be our 

Savior, who died on the cross to save us from our sins.  All of these things and even 

more are reasons to give thanks, even with everything that has gone on in our lives in 

the past many months. 

 

So enjoy your Thanksgiving Day and be thankful always. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Bender 



 

 
 

 
UPCOMING DATES 
November 25-29  Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL 
Video to be released in December  ECC Christmas Program  
Video to be released in December  Grades 1-8 Christmas Program 
December 21-Jan 3  Christmas Break – NO SCHOOL 
January 4   Classes Resume 
January 15   End of 2nd Quarter 
January 18   Martin Luther King Day – NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Faculty and Staff 


